THE   PILGRIMAGE   O*

A third cause that moveth us somewhat to continue our
demore in these parts for this year, and not to proceed in our
intended journey, is, for that the Emperor and the French King
be now both in armies, and have, on either part, great numbers
of men of war upon the frontiers of our Marches of Calais. And
albeit that we have furnished our town of Calais and castle of
Guisnes, with all other places of force on that side in such sort,
as, God being our good Lord, as we trust He is, and will be,
against all such as would attempt any thing against us, we doubt
not but our things there be in such strength and force, with the
furniture of all things convenient for their surety and defence
against all men that would attempt any thing against them : yet
knowing the nature of men of war, which be desirous both of
spoil and glory, and considering that our being in the remote
parts of our realm might give them some courage to make some
enterprise, upon hope to do some exploit before we could, being
so far off, send any succour in to those parts; which (though none
other hurt should ensue of it) might both trouble our good ser-
vants and subjects there, whom we tender, as we do all the rest
of our subjects, as the members of our body, and put us to great
charges, and our subjects here in great disquiet, in preparations
to be made against them, they being ever at advantage to slip
away when they should perceive any force to be in a readiness
against them; which danger of inconvenience, though there is
no great likelihood of the same, specially for that we be in league
and amity with both Princes, will be certainly avoided by our
continuance here in these parts, being so near unto them as they
cannot almost look towards any such thing, but we be in a perfect
areadiness to empeache their purpose in the same, to their dis-
pleasure that would attempt any such matter: yet we have
thought good to join this also as a piece of a cause requiring our
demore hereabouts, and the rather to determine and resolve to
defer our journey till another year, as is before specified*

A fourth cause is, that we consider that sithens the beginning
of our Reign we have not visited those North parts of our Realm;
and if we should keep our purposed journey, being the year so
far spent, and the country so devasted,1 which made us, of neccs-

1 Devastated.